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Union suspends $$ for pension-cutting pols

By ERIK KRISS

March 20, 2012

ALBANY — New York’s biggest state employee union suspended all political contributions and endorsements yesterday to punish legislators for supporting a cost-saving pension overhaul.

Danny Donohue, president of the powerful Civil Service Employees Association, accused majority Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats of “trading the future retirement security of working New Yorkers for legislative redistricting lines.”

The 300,000-member CSEA contributes millions of dollars to state candidates and provides massive manpower through phone banks and other operations.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan), who pushed Gov. Cuomo’s bill to cut retirement benefits for future government workers through the House, said, “Support should not come as a result of a vote ‘yes’ or a vote ‘no’ on any particular bill.”

Donohue said CSEA needs “to re-evaluate our political relationships and make judgments about . . . who has earned and deserves our support.”
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